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NYSCEA represents teachers, supervisors, administrators and support staff.  We are looking forward to possibly two other associations becoming members of NYSCEA.  DATAG has already sent its information out to our members for review.  If you did not get it please contact Jeff Baker at jbaker2@gw.neric.org.  The other association, NYS Outdoor Education Association, should be forwarding their information soon.  A member from each association will be at our February meeting to answer any questions.  A motion, discussion and vote will follow.  Isn’t it great that NYSCEA is growing!

Continuous professional learning plays an important part in our efforts to close the achievement gap, improve the achievement of all students, and assist our future teachers.  The educational organizations spend countless hours volunteering their time to this endeavor.  A goal of our meeting is to provide a forum where our educational professional leaders of our state associations and for the SED leaders meet and communicate.  We hope to meet that goal by having an exciting meeting in February.  The agenda is at the end of this letter and is one of the attachments.  Each session has a question/answer period as part of the presentation.

We start our program with Deputy Commissioner for the Office of Higher Education Joe Frey.  Joe will inform us of the changes occurring including the status of Teaching Standards and the aligned rubrics, Teacher Certification, the process of our collaboration and other updates.

We then welcome three of the eight assistant/associate commissioners within the newly structured P-12 Division of the State Education Department that is under the Direction of the Senior Deputy Commissioner Dr. King.  I have included the job descriptions from the internet. 

David Abrams, Assistant Commissioner of Assessment Policy, Development and Administration, is returning to help us understand all the changes that are or will be taking place.  The Office of Assessment Policy, Development and Administration (APDA) is responsible for the coordination, development, and implementation of the Grade 3-8 tests, Regents Examinations, Regents Competency Tests, Second Language Proficiency Examinations, Alternate Assessments and English Language Proficiency assessments that comprise the New York State Testing Program (NYSTP).  In July, 2010 the Board of Regents adopted the Common Core State Standards for ELA and Mathematics.  We look forward to all the updates in the assessment area.

Ken Slentz, Associate Commissioner of the Office of District Services is new to our group.   The Office of District Services (ODS) was created to coordinate many of the services that the Department provides to our BOCES and districts as the Department transitions from a compliance agency to a service agency. The three units within ODS, Educational Design and Technology; Student Support Services (includes School Safety); and District Superintendent, BOCES, and School District Services, are here to help as we seek to increase the Department's partnership with the field of educators in NYS in providing solid learning opportunities for our children through implementation of the Regents Reform agenda.  He is looking forward to meeting the delegates and hearing your concerns. 

In the afternoon, Jean Stevens, Associate Commissioner for the Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Standards has again agreed to share all the new changes that will be coming.  As always she has been most generous of her time and never hesitates to answer our numerous questions.  The Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Standards (OCIS) provides leadership and oversight for the development, support, and implementation of New York State Learning Standards for early education through secondary education. OCIS provides technical assistance and guidance on curriculum and instruction in career and technical education and all content areas for PreK-12, English Language Learners, and bilingual students. The Office also provides support for high quality professional development for teachers and administrators to ensure effective teaching and learning in New York State.

NYSCEA was again fortunate to be invited to attend a NY Summit on Online and Blended Learning.  We were very fortunate to have ten of our delegates participate.  Thanks go to Larry Paska for the invitation.  One of our attendees will give us a summary of that presentation.

The NYSCEA Board is working on updating our constitution.  I have attached the Constitution and look forward to our conversation about any additions, deletions and/or corrections.  In particular please look at the purposes.  I would also like to have a conversation about online voting for our delegates.  If your association has online voting for the general membership, please share the procedures.

Lastly today I received sad news today… Past President Bob Ludwig passed away on January 18th.  We were fortunate to have Bob at our 40th anniversary celebration in October.  His obituary is attached.

Please bring the attachments to the meeting
February 2011 Agenda
Constitution 2006
Obit – Bob Ludwig
 
Looking forward to seeing you in February,
 
Grace Wilkie
NYSCEA President 2009-2011
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