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The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort to establish a shared set of clear educational standards for English language arts and mathematics that states can voluntarily adopt. The standards have been informed by the best available evidence and the highest state standards across the country and globe and designed by a diverse group of teachers, experts, parents, and school administrators, so they reflect both our aspirations for our children and the realities of the classroom. These standards are designed to ensure that students graduating from high school are prepared to go to college or enter the workforce and that parents, teachers, and students have a clear understanding of what is expected of them. The standards are benchmarked to international standards to guarantee that our students are competitive in the emerging global marketplace.

Parents, teachers, school administrators and experts from across the country together with state leaders, through their membership in the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) are leading the effort to develop a common core of state standards.
The standards have been adopted by 42 states including New York.  Washington, Virginia, Montana, North Dakota, Minnesota, Texas, Nebraska, and Alaska have not yet adopted the standards.
Some Websites of interest with regard to the Common Core

The National Website for the standards

www.corestandards.org
The NYS Standards for English Language Arts

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/p12_common_core_learning_standards_ela_final.pdf
The NYS Standards for Math

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nys_p12_cclsm_3_24_11.pdf
Bringing the Common Core to Life presentation

http://usny.nysed.gov/rttt/resources/bringing-the-common-core-to-life.html
